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to private enterprise. During the last twenty-five years of the
sixteenth century. Englishmen, like Dutchmen, had been en-
deavouring to break down the Portuguese1 monopoly of trade
with the Far East. A few intrepid sailors and several travellers
by land had reached the mainland of India and even the Malay
Peninsula, but there was little definite information available
by the end of the century, when a number of merchants were
incorporated, on the last day of 1600, as cthe Governor and
Company of Merchants of London trading into the East Indies'.
The task before the company was formidable in the extreme.
The certain rivalry and probable hostility of the Portuguese and
Dutch—already in the field—had to be encountered, and no
active assistance would be forthcoming from the Crown. The
voyage was long and hazardous, with no friendly ports en route
or at the end of the journey. The seas were largely uncharted
and the land unmapped. Even under favourable circumstances,
the length of the voyage caused great delay between the invest-
ment of capital to equip merchantmen and the 'distribution
of profits.
Fortunately for the company the first voyages were very
successful. Nine voyages were made up to 1612, during which
time the English acquired no permanent station on the main-
land of India. In that year permission was gained from Jahan-
gir, Akbar's successor, to build a factory or trading station at
Surat, at the mouth of the Tapti River, north of Bombay. The
ensuing twenty years of intermittent hostilities with the Portu-
guese came to an end only when the English president of Surat
and the Portuguese viceroy of Goa agreed to keep the peace and
permit their nationals to trade with each other in India. This
agreement was incorporated in a treaty between England and
Portugal in 1642, two years after Portugal had begun her war
for independence from Spain. The treaty that Cromwell ex-
torted from Portugal in 1654 secured freedom of trade with all
the Portuguese lands beyond the sea. Henceforth the relations
between the two nations, in India, were harmonious and the
East India Company was once for all insured against the menace
of Portuguese hostility.
. The Dutch proved much more serious rivals in the Far East
than the Portuguese. They, too, had had their struggles with
the Portuguese, had ejected them from the Spice Islands, and,
crown of Portugal was personally united with that of Spain, 1580-1640.

